Fine Arts Annual Review

January 23, 2008


The Fine Arts Annual Review took place in the GCMS High School conference room on January 23, 2008 at 3:35 p.m.  Those in attendance were: Mike Bleich, Angie Corum, Jean Fox, Ben Kelly, KiLee Lidwell- McFerren, Mike Lindy, Frank Titus, and Sharon Pool.

Reports were given by each Fine Arts teacher.  

Elementary Art:  Pacing is going well at all grade levels.  Jean would love a room at the elementary school, since teaching in lunchroom is not a good location. Poor lighting, lack of heat, no computer or no phone, no sink, and crowded conditions made it difficult.  It limits the programs when art only occurs once a week. Jean now has a five-minute break between classes, which helps out.  Supply-wise, there are no issues.  An Art show was held during open house last fall. During Red Ribbon Week, a coloring contest was held.  At Christmas time, ornaments were made by kindergarten, first and fifth grades for Busey Bank, and for classroom teachers, as well.
Middle School Art:  The eighth grade is a large class this year, with a lot of needy kids in each section. Sketchbook assignments are due each week, and the students are required to discuss their projects once a week in front of the class.  Both the responsibility aspect, as well as the public speaking is good skills for the students to develop.    In April, there is a middle school Fine Arts show to display student work samples.  Students also create artwork that is used for display purposes at the hospital, from both the elementary school and the middle school.  The middle school students also do the recycling center poster each year. An LCD projector is now part of the art department. Jean uses power points, which is a good way to be able to show artists’ work. The eighth grade class still takes a trip to the Art Institute.  This is a good way to not only improve their awareness of types of art, but some of these students have not been to Chicago before this experience. 
High School Art:  As far as pacing, the high school classes are all on track. The shortened semester caused the first semester drawing class to miss the teaching of architectural design and two-point perspective. This is the first year for the Sculpture class. Since the enrollment required two classes of it, additional funds were needed for the second class. Mr. Lindy covered those expenses.   Lack of storage room is difficult.  KiLee would love to have the extra storage if there was an available location, but will make due if not.  She is pleased with the interest in Art, and also commented on having good size classes.  Due to the increasing cost of art supplies, it would help to get a slight budget increase.  KiLee is pleased with the increased openness to the program, since sculpture requires no pre-requisites.  The high school had their Fine Arts show in December.  (Finally…after two cancellations and three set-ups!)  They are also participating in HOIC Art Show in Fieldcrest 

Elementary Music:  K-5 seems to be moving well through the curriculum, though it seems as if some grade levels need additional standards to be covered.  While Angie is using the textbooks, she is also doing some supplementing in her classes. Last year, many instruments were ordered, though the stands that were ordered are not very high quality.  In the near future, they may have to be replaced. 

Middle School Music:  (Sixth Grade) they are working through the curriculum, which includes:  technology and history through pop culture.  They also choose a project.  The sixth graders pick a style of music and develop a poster, handout, or flyer.  “Music Ace” is a computer program that is implemented at that level.  (Angie was interested in looking into that at the grade school level.  Ben and Frank felt that would be a good idea, since it is an independent program, and the students never complete the process. )  This class is also adapted for the special needs students.    

High School Music:  Chorus is right on pace with last year’s curriculum.  Ben is implementing a new system so it seems to be moving slower than it might in the future.  It is difficult to divide the work in chorus according to their interest level, since some students are there for the enjoyment, while others are interested in continuing their education in the Music field.  Ben and Frank are looking into doing more technology during the third quarter.  Since some chorus students will be practicing for solo and ensemble, they will be doing various activities. For example, some students could help by making a recording of variety shows and musicals, so that they could be stored in the library for checkout. They would like to improve their recording capabilities, since at this point, the equipment is not adequate in order to do a high quality job.  There are a lot of online programs (garage band) that could be done in the practice rooms, while others are working on solo and ensemble. As far as the variety show, Ben would like to include more non-chorus students, since there are other students who are interested, and perhaps that would get them involved, and want to join chorus. Adding a drum line or other parts would help the musicals and shows.  The play this year is “South Pacific.”   There are 32 students involved.   Mr. Williams is doing the set building, and the Art club is doing the backdrops. There will be a pit band, which will involve students, as well as community members.

 Middle School Band:  There are currently 38 members in the sixth grade band, and 66 members in the seventh and eighth grade band.   The IESA Organizational Contest will be held at the middle school on April 26, 2008.

High School Band: There are 88 members in the band.  Things are going well.  After two cancellations, the holiday program took place in December.  Frank was also pleased that the elementary school teachers played in the concert at the elementary school this past December.  The Jazz Band has been doing performances for various clubs and organizations this year.   The band has also played for parades, pep assemblies, Busy Hands, and sports events.  Some members will be doing HOIC pep band on Friday, Jan. 25, 2008 at the Shirk Center.   The Band Trip will be on June 4,5,6, 2008.  They will be going to Cedar Point, Ohio, and Frank is estimating that there will be about 70 students in attendance. They will do a performance there, and enjoy the park, as well.  Frank is pleased with the new lights and windows in the band room.  Frank is looking forward to getting new chairs in the band room; since many of them are not fit to sit in. 


The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Sharon Pool
