Social Studies Annual Review Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 8, 2011


The Social Studies Annual Review Meeting took place on Tuesday, March 8, 2011 at 7:30 a.m. in the GCMS High School Library.   Those in attendance were:  Chad Augspurger, Kyle Bielfeldt, Mark Berry, Kathy Brown, Gloria Dickey, Dale Hoogstraat, Sharon Pool, Joan Ricks, Tammy Seneca, Laurie Sperry, and Angela Testory.  Each committee member reported on curriculum pacing, any curriculum changes or new ideas, as well as how reading comprehension and higher level thinking skills are being incorporated into their social studies curriculum.  Sharon Pool also discussed the social studies portion of the Common Core Standards.

Kindergarten:  Angie Testory reported that the kindergarten continues to follow the same pacing format that has been successful for the last several years.  The social studies curriculum at this level centers on the study of holidays, responsibility, actions, and learning the correct way to work in groups.  Many of the stories that are tied to the social studies curriculum are integrated into the letter of the week that is being taught.  The Weekly Reader and National Geographic both supplement the curriculum.  Reading comprehension is done daily in several areas, including the use of these weekly magazines.

First Grade:  Gloria Dickey reported that the first grade is on pace with their curriculum objectives.  Many social studies topics are incorporated into the reading curriculum each week.  Examples of this are using stories that teach about Black History month during the reading time.  At the first grade level, there is no student book.  So the Weekly Reader is used as a supplement, which also has material in the science area, as well.  The first grade also focuses on current events in order to cover some of the social studies objectives.  Both poetry and the study of character traits are incorporated into their teaching.  Obviously, both comprehension and higher level questioning skills can be developed through the social studies coverage.

Second Grade:  Laurie Sperry stated that the pacing is going well this year.  They cover theme ideas, the calendar, and the government.  Map skills are also covered through out the year.  One resource that has been very successful is called “Map Champs.”  The second grade also focuses on current events.  Though the students have textbooks, the second grade teachers feel as if they would benefit greatly from a subscription to “Time for Kids.”  The magazine focuses on current events, and offers many higher level thinking skills.  The teachers also work to incorporate writing into the social studies curriculum.  They also utilize some of the nonfiction books from the Title I library.  The Activboard has also proven to be a valuable resource in this area.

Third Grade:  Kathy Brown discussed the book that is used at the third grade level.  In the beginning of the year, the students are taught about both the globe and maps for mastery.  Students must be able to locate and label all seven continents and the four oceans.  Two chapters are covered each nine weeks in order to stay on pace.  In order to 

Social Studies Annual Review

March 8, 2011

Page 2 
Third Grade, continued
practice reading comprehension and thinking skills; the students are given study packets to complete with each chapter.  This requires the student to locate the information within the text.  As with other grade levels, the social studies topics often cross over into the area of reading.  The students frequently read leveled books, which are often nonfiction. This will be a benefit for the third graders, because Common Core Standards require that each grade level increases the amount of nonfiction that a student experiences.  

Fourth Grade:  (Report sent in) Kristine Rousseau reported that Social studies for the fourth grade appears to be very reasonable to cover in the time allotted. This works well because of the heavy science load in the fourth grade.  Currently, there are no issues with specific objectives, either.  Kristine does not foresee any necessary changes at the 4th grade level.  They feel capable of covering the material, and find that they enjoy it.  In order to integrate the Common Core requirements into the subject of social studies, the teachers provide literature and non-fiction resources to provide an alternative perspective to the United States other than the one provided in the textbook.  The fourth grade topic of regions appears to be a curriculum that is easy to integrate into other subjects. Also, finding resources on this topic comes easily, as well.   Mrs. Rousseau reported that higher-level thinking questions are implemented as the students gain perspective on the diversity of the nation. They also engage in activities associated with a particular region.  Problem solving activities are implemented.  They study about the environment and why our nation’s diversity is based on the location of natural resources.  The students get the opportunity to explore the world outside of Gibson City and embrace multiple perspectives.

Fifth Grade:  Tammy Seneca stated that in the fifth grade teachers trade classrooms, so two classroom teachers teach science and two teach social studies.   This is a benefit to the students because then they receive the same curriculum taught in the same method.  The fifth grade covers a total of eight chapters, which includes the Constitution and the American Revolution. The students also learn information about the presidents.  Currently two sections of the fifth grade class work more on researching the presidents, rather than just doing the lower level answer format.  Geography is also a large focus at this grade level.

Sixth Grade: Joan Ricks discussed that the sixth grade topic is ancient civilizations.  The students seem to really enjoy the curriculum, since it includes subjects such as mummies and mythology.  Work at this level continues on both map skills and geographical terms.

Joan said that pacing is a challenge, and she is hoping to complete all of the chapters by the end of the year.  She has incorporated higher-level comprehension skills into the 

units.  Joan places additional focus on both previewing and predicting outcomes in the reading.
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Seventh Grade: Dale Hoogstraat explained that the seventh grade curriculum pacing is on track so far this year.  A student teacher has been with the group this semester, which always brings new and fresh ideas.  Geography is an important focus at this grade level.  Reading comprehension is a basic skill for this course, and is often practiced through worksheets both in class as well as at home.  Students are also required to read news articles and also participate in group projects. 

Eight Grade:  Mark Berry explained that this year the pacing is somewhat slower than past years.  Currently, the eighth grade is currently finishing discussion of the Cold War and then will be moving on to the Civil Rights Movement.  Following those topics will be a summarization of events during the Presidencies of Truman through Obama. Beginning in mid-April, Mr. Berry will begin the study of the U.S. Constitution.   Passing the Constitution test at the eighth grade level is a mandatory requirement for graduation.  Last year approximately four students out of 75 did not pass the exam on the first try.  After the students review the material again, they retake the test.  Mark explained that students always are able to pass the exam by the second attempt.  Reading comprehension is the focus throughout the coursework, through both the textbook, additional sources, as well as worksheets that are completed by the students.

High School:  Chad Augspurger reported that in CWA class, the students review weekly articles as well as editorial cartoons that he has selected.  This gives the students practice in reading comprehension, as they are required to analyze and use higher level thinking skills when examining the articles.  In both World History and Global Insights, the students study mainly primary sources.  Often other resources are utilized, as study gets more in-depth on specific topics.  The AP class is comprised of seven students this year.  The pacing is about one week behind, due to snow days, etc.  The students should be putting in between two and three hours of work outside of class each week, though many are not motivated to do the necessary studying.  Last year, seven students were in the class, as well.  Five out of seven of them earned a score of three or higher on the national AP exam.  


Kyle Bielfeldt stated that the pacing in his American History classes has been the same this year as it has for the past two years.  The course covers topics form the Cold War through September 11th.  Kyle said that the students seem to become much more engaged with topics of history that are more current.  He supplements the textbook coverage with short videos from Youtube, as well as the use of at least two other resources each week.  ExamView offers reading comprehension-based questions on the test format.  So Kyle does class exercises to prepare for this type of testing.  During the American History course, students create propaganda posters, which are created from information about specific wars and the propaganda that citizens were confronted with.  
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High School: Bielfeldt, continued
Sixty seniors are currently taking the required Government course.  They do thorough coverage of the constitution as well as the amendments.  Kyle said that with high school 

students it is always interesting to hear their perceptions of amendments four through six.  They have a much clearer understanding after they complete the course.  Just as in the eighth grade, the students are required to pass the Constitution test in order to graduate.  


(Report sent in)  Ryan Tompkins reported that this year, he has adjusted his pacing based on the ability of his classes to mater the material.  In past years he sped up to “catch up” and “hurry” completing material, but then felt that the kids left with less knowledge overall.  In Current Events, Ryan now incorporates structured reading assignments twice a week.  Over the past two years, he has also incorporated more reading into all of his classes.  In his Illinois History class, Ryan has access to old textbooks and plans to use a portion of the material to supplement next year’s curriculum.    Mr. Tompkins also explained that he has “focused, challenged, pried, prodded, and even bribed his students to look for the deeper message of a reading assignment.  For example, in articles from the media in his current events class, they discuss the perspective of the media source and their ability or inability to remain unbiased.  In Sociology, Ryan uses articles to spur class discussion and structured debates.  His focus ahs been to “read between the lines” of articles and gauge the influence that articles have over the public.  He also references Larry Bell’s “Here’s the Answer” poster when working with other forms of reading analysis work.  

