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Driver’s Education Philosophy


Driver Education is open to senior high students who are at least 15 years of age, and are of sophomore grade level or above.  It is district practice not to schedule freshmen in first quarter driver’s education classes.  Students must meet the state age requirements and grade criteria, and must have the approval of the administration in order to take part in the program.  Driver Education provides young people with knowledge, skills, proper attitudes, and decision-making abilities of safe driving necessary to prepare them for a complex traffic-oriented environment.  Learning to drive is a continuous process, which enables all persons to develop a strong foundation for the safe use of motor vehicles in order to enjoy a safe and responsible lifetime of driving. 


Authorized by Section 17-23 and Section 27-24 of the School Code, public school districts offering courses in grades nine through twelve must provide the complete driver education course for any legal resident of the district between the ages of fifteen and twenty-one years who requests the course.  Persons under the age of eighteen must complete and successfully pay an approved driver education class prior to the issuance of an Illinois Driver’s License.   Each student will meet the minimal state requirements concerning the number of hours need for the classroom (30 hours) and behind the wheel (6 hours).  As of 2008, the student must also complete and document 50 hours of driving practice time outside of class with a qualified adult before a license can be applied for.  


In the presentation of the driving skills, each student will start with the very basic components and progress at his/her own rate.  An attempt is made to get each student into as many different traffic situations as possible.   

Driver Education Curriculum

Purpose

1. Provide students with the driving experiences and the basic preparation for driving a motor vehicle in a safe, courteous, competent, and defensive manner.

2. Develop a basic understanding of all current Illinois traffic laws and regulations as they to the Illinois Rules of the Road. 

3. Develop student’s respect and support of agencies and departments responsible for establishing traffic-safety guidelines.

4. Provide the knowledge, understanding, skills, and attitudes that best contribute to the development of the student’s capacity for safe driver performance.

5. Develop fundamental motor skills such as: steering, accelerating, and braking a motor vehicle.

6. Develop an organized system of identifying and evaluating traffic situations that will lead to safe low risk driving.

7. Develop awareness for students to accept responsibility for their own safety and the safety of others in the motor vehicle.  

Goals:

A novice driver is a person who is able to:

· Demonstrate a working knowledge of rules, regulations and procedures of operating an automobile

· Use visual search skills to obtain correct information and make reduced-risk decisions for effective speed and position adjustments

· Interact with other users within the Highway Transportation System by adjusting speed, space, and communications to avoid conflicts and reduce risk
· Demonstrate balanced vehicle movement through steering, braking, and accelerating in a precise and timely manner throughout a variety of adverse conditions

· Recognize vehicle technology systems and explain the benefit of braking, traction, intelligent handling and stability systems

· Confirm the need to protect oneself and others through using active and passive vehicle occupant protection systems

· Display knowledge of responsible actions in regard to physical and psychological conditions affecting driver performance

· Extend supervised practice with licensed parent or guardian to develop precision in the use of skills, processes, habits, and responsibilities

Obtained from www.nhtsa.gov. “Novice Driver Education and Training Standards”. 
OUTCOMES

AND 

OBJECTIVES
DRIVER EDUCATION OBJECTIVES
The following state goals will be covered through classroom study and behind-the-wheel education:

State Goal 22:  Understand principles of health promotion and prevention of illness and injury.


22A.1C:  Identify dangerous situations and safety methods to reduce risks (traffic).

22A.2C:  Describe and compare health and safety methods that reduce the risks associated with dangerous situations (seatbelts, helmets, etc.).

OBJECTIVES OF THE CLASSROOM PHASE:

30 HOURS OF INSTRUCTION BY STATE LAW

I.
The student should develop an understanding of the Rules of the Road.

The student should be able to:

A. Have an understanding of the Illinois Rules of the Road manual as it pertains to obtaining a driver’s permit and license in the State of Illinois.

B. Have an understanding of the Illinois Graduated Licensing program.

C. Identify and explain the meaning of traffic signs, traffic signals, and pavement markings.

D. Learn the procedures for basic care control of a motor vehicle.

Materials and Activities:

Study guides:  Rules of the Road Book

Study question at the end of Chapters 1-13

Technology in driver education- “Driver’s Edge” interactive power points


Permit online- www.cyberdriveillinois.com

Guest speakers related to the driving task- Andy Pilgrim, Kelly Barbour-Conerty

Parent Involvement Meeting


Parent Zone DVD- Andy Pilgrim


Driver Education Student Handbook


GDL- Graduated Driver Licensing Program


Parent-Teen Driving Guide

II.
The student should learn how to interact safely with other roadway users and have an understanding of the driving task.


The student should be able to:

A. Have and understanding of the highway transportation system (HTS).

B. Identify controls and devices on an instrument panel, and know how they are used when it comes to starting, moving, and stopping a vehicle.

C. Have an understanding of the strategies to be prepared for emergency actions.     IPDE (Identify, Predict, Decide, Execute), analyze traffic situations, predict possible outcomes, and make wise decisions in executing safe actions.

D. Have an understanding of the issue of distracted driving and the impact it has on vehicle control.

Materials and Activities:

“Drive Right” 10th edition text book

Driver Education Student Handbook
DVD/Videos

Technology in driver education- “Driver’s Edge” interactive power points

Guest speakers related to the driving task

IHSCDE website

III.
The student should learn how to interact safely with other roadway users and have an understanding of how natural law affects car control.


The student should be able to:

A. Learn how basic natural law concepts (gravity, energy of motion, friction, and traction) can affect car control.

B. Describe how safety belts and other passive restraint systems (i.e. air bags, ABS) and stability control devices are properly used.

C. Describe possible conflicts drivers encounter when interacting with cyclists, motorcycles, semi trucks, and trains, and emergency vehicles.  Explain driving strategies to deal with these various situations.

D. Identify specific types of intersections and describe driving techniques used for various types of intersections.

E. Identify the two types of railroad crossing and describe the actions to take when approaching and crossing railroad tracks.

F. Identify when motorcycles would be in the driving environment and describe the actions to take when approaching these intersections.

G. Identify the no zones as it pertains to semi truck safety and describe the actions to take when in these areas.

H. Identify strategies to keep the car in control.

Materials and Activities:


“Drive Right” 10th edition book


Worksheets/Videos


Technology in driver education- “Driver’s Edge” interactive power points

Guest speakers- i.e.: Operation Lifesaver, SMART Program- Trucks, and The Drive Program, Motorcycle Safety, Red Lights Go Right, Cell Phone Safety, Rollover, Seatbelt Convincer, State Farm Insurance with Illinois State Police, and Distracted Driver Simulator
IV.
The student should develop an understanding of the role and responsibilities necessary for safe driving.


The student should be able to:

A. Identify the effects of alcohol and other drugs on the body, and make safe decisions regarding drinking, drugs, and driving a motor vehicle.

B. Identify physical and emotional influences (road rage, drowsy driving) associated with driving, and discuss strategies to manage and control these influences.

C. Learn the responsibilities of owning and insuring a car and the steps to take if involved in a collision (safety and financial responsibility laws, crash checklists).

D. Learn the basic concepts of vehicle systems and preventative maintenance checks of the system.

E. Learn how to use road maps and navigation systems for long and short distance travel.

Materials and Activities:


“Drive Right” 10th edition book


Driver Education Student Handbook

Technology in Driver Education- “Driver’s Edge” interactive power points


ADTSEA curriculum & DVD


Guest speaker- i.e. DUI, Think First, Alcohol Brain & Spinal cord injury
BEHIND THE WHEEL OBJECTIVES
6 HOURS OF DRIVE AND OBSERVATIONS BY STATE LAW

V. 
The student should develop physical skills in order to safely and efficiently control the movement of the car, mental skills in order to choose the best response(s) in traffic situations and social skills in order to interact with other highway transportation users.


The student should be able to:

A. Correctly execute the steps in preparing to enter, move, and exit the vehicle and locate, operate, and understand the function of the devices and controls on the instrument panel.

B. Accelerate gradually to an appropriate speed, maintain that speed and bring the vehicle to a gradual stop.  Be able to steer the car in an intended path.

C. Coordinate physical skills in order to turn right or left into a smooth operation.

D. Move the car backward at a slow speed, keep car on its intended path of travel, and perform reduced risk turnabouts.

E. Develop organized system of constant identification, analysis, and evaluation of traffic situations in order to determine the proper response(s) a driver needs to perform.

F. Execute proper techniques for parallel, perpendicular, diagonal parking, and on hills.

G. Execute proper techniques, proper identification, and analysis of intersections in the urban driving situations.

H. Identify traffic and roadway characteristics of expressway and highway driving, and develop a system for dealing with those characteristics of expressway and highway driving.

I. Develop decision-making skills used to correctly identify an emergency situation at the earliest possible moment and select the appropriate action for the situation.

J. Develop decision-making skills used during special driving conditions (reduced traction, limited visibility, etc.) to ensure a safe path of travel.

Materials and Activities:


Driver Education vehicle for behind the wheel training


Driver Education Student Handbook has all lessons & evaluation sheets

IN-CAR INSTRUCTION

SYLLABUS

This unit plan is used for conducting the in-car phase of instruction, where the student learns to perform the in-car tasks.  This plan does not deal with all the content of the program, but will provide a foundation for the student’s driving experience.  The student’s attitude toward learning to drive influences the quality of his or her learning.

LESSONS

1. Starting & orientation to controls and instruments

2. Tracking forward

3. Turns- right and left

4. Tracking backward

5. Turnabouts

6. Highway driving

7. Parking- diagonal & perpendicular

8. Strategies for driving (IPDE) scanning, deciding responding to traffic situations.

9. Parking on hills

10. Expressway & city driving

11. Special conditions

12. Parallel parking

13. Emergencies

14. Evaluation

Reviews of previous lessons will be conducted throughout the semester. 

Items to be included with the driving skills and maneuvers:


Posture


Use of mirrors


Intersection observance


Attention


Space cushion

Observance of traffic laws:   
speed limits





signs & signals

APPENDIX I
DRIVER EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
Students are required to pay $150.00 (non-refundable) for enrollment in the Driver Education class.  Students are responsible to pay a $20 fee which covers their instruction permit and first driver’s license.  Checks should be made payable to Secretary of State.
As stated in the GCMS Student Handbook:  
If you are under 18 years old, the Illinois Office of the Secretary of State (SOS) requires you to complete an approved Driver’s Education course before you can obtain your driver’s license.
 
To enroll in a school-based Illinois Driver’s Education course, you must be at least 15 years old while enrolled in the Driver Education classroom.  Each student must also receive a passing grade in at least 8 courses during the previous 2 semesters prior to enrolling in a Driver Education course.
 
After successful completion of a Driver’s Education course, the school will notify the Illinois Secretary of State, and it will be noted on your driving record. Students must drive 9 months on their instruction permit and be 16 years old before they can get their Illinois initial driver’s license. In addition to completing an Illinois Driver’s Education program, you will also need to have completed at least 50 hours of driving practice time, including 10 hours at night. 
GRADING POLICY FOR DRIVER EDUCATION
The grading system for the class will be by the point system.  All homework, worksheets, quizzes, tests, essays, and special projects will have definite point value assigned to them.

The behind-the-wheel portion of the class is pass/fail.  The student will have to be able to perform each skill/maneuver safely and properly with the proper defensive driving attitude.  Students who receive an A or B on classroom work will qualify for the cooperative driving testing program.  The certified teacher will administer the road test and submit all drivers who successfully completed the course to ISBE.
Lesson 1 Pre-driving Procedures/Basic vehicle control

Lesson objectives:  Pre-driving Procedures

1. Identify each gauge and warning light on an instrument panel and explain its function.

2. Explain the purpose of each control and used to operate a vehicle.

3. Describe the use of the safety, communication, and comfort devices.

Lesson objectives:  Basic vehicle control

1. List in order the checks you make when preparing to drive.

2. Demonstrate how to enter a vehicle from the street side.

3. Describe the correct positioning of the seat and outside rearview mirrors.

Lesson 2 Residential Driving

Lesson objectives:

1. Name the four steps in the IPDE Process.

2. Identify the six zones of the zone control system.

3. Identify a controlled and uncontrolled intersection.

4. Identify stop line, crosswalks, intersections

5. Use of visual search pattern 

6. Proper right and left turn

7. Complete stops with roll back of car

Lesson 3 Lane Changes

Lesson objectives:

1. Identify areas where a lane change would not be done

2. Identify the three different lane positions available to you within your lane.

3. Demonstrate the proper lane change

Lesson 4 Uphill/Downhill Parking/Turnabouts

Lesson objectives:

1. Demonstrate how to uphill and downhill park

2. Demonstrate how to complete a turnabout

Lesson 5 and 6 Urban Driving

Lesson objectives:

1. Identify factors that can make driving difficult in city traffic.

2. Identify how to use the IPDE in city traffic.

3. Use the 3 second rule.

4. Managing space in urban traffic.

Lesson 7 Special Urban Situations

Lesson objectives:

1. Demonstrate procedure for turning left and right to and from a one-way street.

2. Identify intersections that one-ways.

Lesson 8 Independent Driving

Lesson objectives:

1. Demonstrate the ability to find a destination while following rules of the road.

2. Use Procedures from previous lessons to demonstrate the independent driving 

3. Identify street signs and use a partner to find destination

Lesson 9 Highway driving

Lesson objectives: 

1. Identify rural roadways.

2. Demonstrate safe road speeds.

3. Identify situations that require increased following distance.

4. Demonstrate how to enter a multilane rural highway.

5. Demonstrate the ability to pass another vehicle.
6. Identify when it would be unsafe to pass.

7. Identify slow-moving vehicles.

Lesson 10 Interstate Driving
Lesson objectives:

1. Demonstrate how to enter an expressway.

2. Describe four possible entrance problems

3. Demonstrate following distance when on expressway.

4. Demonstrate lane changes on expressway.

5. Demonstrate how to exit an expressway.

6. Describe three possible exist problems.

7. Explain what to do if you are disabled on the side of an expressway.

Lesson 11 Parallel Parking

Lesson objectives:

1. Demonstrate the procedure to parallel park.

2. Describe the use of signals and reference points.

CHECKLIST FOR BASIC MANEUVERS
Driver ___________________________      Observer _____________________________

Instructions:  An observer uses this checksheet to help the driver remember the procedures.  After two practices with help, the driver should perform without help.  The observer places a (+) on the space provided when driver is correct.  Place a () in space when a step is omitted or isn’t in order.
ENTERING TRAFFIC




LEAVING TRAFFIC
_______ Signals





_______ Signals

_______ Checks mirrors




_______ Checks mirrors

_______ Checks blindspot




_______ Flash brake lights

_______ Gap in traffic




_______ Checks blindspot

_______ Proper steering




_______ Distance to curb

_______ Smooth speed up




_______ Set wheels uphill

_______ Cancel sign





_______ Set wheels downhill

LEFT TURNS






RIGHT TURNS

_______ Checks mirrors




_______ Checks mirrors

_______ Signals 100 feet




_______ Signals 100 feet

_______ Proper pathway




_______ Proper pathway

_______ Scans corners




_______ Scans corners

_______ Proper speed





_______ Proper Speed

_______ Start of steering




_______ Start of steering

_______ Looks through turn




_______ Looks through turn

_______ Straighten wheels




_______ Straighten wheels
_______ Proper pathway




_______ Proper pathway

LANE CHANGE TO LEFT




LANE CHANGE TO RIGHT
​​_______ Signals





_______ Signals

_______ Checks roadway




_______ Checks roadway

_______ Checks traffic




_______ Checks traffic

_______ Checks mirrors




_______ Checks mirrors

​​​​_______ Gap selection




_______ Gap selection

_______ Checks blindspot




_______ Checks blindspot

_______ Smooth speed up




_______ Smooth speed up

_______ Proper steering




_______ Proper steering

_______ Cancel signal




_______ Cancel signal
APPENDIX
Traffic Safety Education

Life Long Learning Process

Driver Education Standards

http://adtsea.iup.edu/adtsea/pdf/ADTSEA%20Standards.pdf
The “Driver Education and In-Car Curriculum” was developed to provide current information and techniques on teaching novice drivers the basics of motor vehicle operation.  It was developed specifically to reference four textbooks:

Drive Right, 10th edition, published by Prentice Hall
Today’s Handbook Plus, 1999 edition, published by NTSAInternational

How to Drive, 9th edition, published by the American Automobile Association

Responsible Driving, 2006 edition, published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill

If a driver education program is using a textbook not listed above, the program will need to match the appropriate reading material of the text it is using in the “Resources” column of the curriculum.  It is recommended that each classroom instructor receive and use a copy of the teacher’s edition of one of the textbooks and that each student receive and use a copy of the textbook while in the driver education program.  The choice of text is left to the discretion of each individual school.  Any of the four textbooks listed above will meet the requirements of a quality driver education program.  Also, instructors and students should have a copy of their State’s “Driver handbook” for use in the program.  The “Driver Education Classroom and In-Car Curriculum” guide is divided into 10 units.  These units will assist in the coordination of 45 hours of classroom instruction.  Also included are a Skills Log and In-Car Guide.  Eight hours of in-car instruction are grouped into the In-Car guide and alternate forms of the final exam are provided along with unit exams.

Package content: 

DVD Disc 1- ADTSEA DVD Curriculum (includes over 1 hour of video)

DVD Content (Audio/Video format)


Unit 1- Introduction to Novice Driver Responsibilities and the Licensing System


Unit 2- Introducing Operator and Vehicle Control Tasks in a Controlled Environment


Unit 3- Space management System


Unit 4- Basic maneuvering Tasks


Unit 5- Risk Reducing Strategies for High-Speed Multi-lane Expressways


Unit 6- Personal Factors Influencing Operator Performance


Unit 7- Environmental Conditions That Affect Safe Vehicle Operation


Unit 8- Vehicle Functions and Malfunctions, and Collision Reporting


Unit 9- Sharing the Road With Commercial Motor Vehicles


Unit 10- Reducing the Influence of Distractions on the Driving Task

PC Content (PDF format, printable)


Unit 1- Introduction to Novice Driver Responsibilities and the Licensing System


Unit 2- Introducing Operator and Vehicle Control Tasks in a Controlled Environment


Unit 3- Space Management System


Unit 4- Basic Maneuvering Tasks


Unit 5- Risk Reducing Strategies for High- Speed Multi-lane Expressways


Unit 6- Personal Factors Influencing Operator Performance


Unit 7- Environmental Conditions That Affect Safe Vehicle Operation


Unit 8- Vehicle Functions and Malfunctions, and Collision Reporting


Unit 9- Sharing the Road With Commercial Motor Vehicles


Unit 10- Reducing the Influence of Distractions on the Driving Task


Unit Tests (1-10)


Final Exam Form A


Final Exam Form B


In-car, Behind the Wheel Lessons


Parent Mentor Home Practice Guide

DVD Disc 2- AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety Videos (total video time: about 1 hour)


“Using Your Eyes Effectively”

“Managing Space and Time” 


“Freeway Driving”


“Sharing the Road”

DVD Disc 3- American Automobile Association (total video time: over ½ hour)


“Teaching Your Teens to Drive”


Lesson 1- Developing Basic Vehicle Control


Lesson 2- Moving, Turning, Stopping, and Securing the Vehicle


Lesson 3- Maneuvering the Light Traffic


Lesson 4- Maneuvering in Moderate Traffic


Lesson 5- Backing and Turning Maneuvers


Lesson 6- Assessing Highway Conditions


Lesson 7- Identifying Traffic Control Devices


Lesson 8- Searching for Clues to Motor Vehicle Conflicts


Lesson 9- Searching for Clues From Non-Motorized Road Users


Lesson 10- Positioning and Timing at Intersections


Lesson 11- Positioning and Timing When Following and Meeting Other Vehicles


Lesson 12- Critical Time/Space Decisions


Lesson 13- Adverse Driving Conditions


Appendix- Parent-Teen Contract

DVD Disc 4- AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety (total video time: about 17 minutes)


“Signs, Signals, and Marking, Understanding the Language of the Road”

Driver Education Safety Websites

www.ihscdea.org Illinois High School and College Driver Education Association

www.adtsea.iup.edu/adtsea/ American Driver & Traffic Safety Administration

www.nhtsa.gov National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/ Secretary of State GDL Laws

www.isp.state.il.us Illinois State Police
www.oli.org/index.php Operation Lifesaver Rail Safety Education

www.sadd.org/ Students Against Destructive Decisions

www.madd.org Mothers Against Drunk Driving

http://state.il.us/kids/isp/bikes/ Bike Safety

www.dot.gov Department of Transportation

www.faces4.org Families Against Chronic Excessive Speed

www.drunkstopper.com Alcohol Prevention

www.prairienet.org/mattslaw/ Distracted Driving

www.thinkfirst.org/ National Injury Prevention Foundation

www.stopredlightrunning.com National Campaign to Stop Red Light Running

Driver Education Resources

http://www.sfprojectignition.com/ State Farm Project Ignition

www.drivingskillsforlife.com Ford Motor Company’s Driving Skills for Life

www.keepthedrive.com The Allstate Foundation’s “Keep the Drive”
http://www.dot.il.gov/ Illinois Department of Transportation- Division of Traffic Safety 

http://www.ghsa.org/ Governor’s Highway Safety Association

http://www.isbe.net/ Illinois Board of Education

www.operationteensafedriving.com Operation Teen Safe Driving

State Farm Driver Feedback App

www.adtsea.iup.edu/adtsea/ American Driver & Traffic Safety Education Association National Curriculum Standards
